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Post-crisis public investment in Ireland 
has been low 
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Source: OECD Government at a Glance 



The quality of Irish infrastructure lags 
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•  Significant increase in the share of government investment in government 
expenditure under the National Development Plan (NDP).  

–  Long-term approach to investment. 
–  Strategic investment priorities identified (e.g. sustainable mobility, regional connectivity, 

strengthened rural economies, social housing…). 

•  Now for the implementation 
–  Project Ireland 2040 Delivery Board established. 
–  Infrastructure Projects and Programmes Office in DPER. 
–  The Projects Tracker first published. 

Ireland 2040 seeks to address shortfalls 
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Good infrastructure governance is vital 
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“This is so cool… Leonard’s moved into jump 
position without his parachute. Let’s see how 

long it takes before he realizes that it’s 
missing” 



On most dimensions of infrastructure 
governance, Ireland does pretty well 
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Source: IMF PIMA 2017 



A lack of infrastructure data stands out 
as a weakness 
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Source: IMF PIMA 2017 



Ireland is not the only ones 
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Source: OECD Survey of Infrastructure Governance 



How does the systematic collection of 
infrastructure data help? 
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In the use of existing infrastructure 
•  Understanding how assets are used. 

•  Identifying opportunities for improved management. 

•  Identifying better ways of managing demand.  

In the planning phase: 

•  Identify bottlenecks where new infrastructure is needed.  

•  Identify maintenance and upgrading needs.  

•  Identify the delivery model that tends to work best. 

In allocating funds: 

•  Properly costing and contracting projects. 

•  Encouraging participation by the private sector. 

•  Achieving buy-in from stakeholders (if data made public) 

In implementation: 

•  In benchmarking progress – “projects tracker” database 



Policy conclusion 
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Ireland should systematically collect information on the 
performance of existing public assets to better enable 
transparent, evidence-based, prioritisation of future 
infrastructure projects. 



•  National Infrastructure Plan 2011 

–  Identified a lack of data to assess the performance of its infrastructure as a major constraint for 
infrastructure planning. 

•  In 2014, the National Infrastructure Unit published the first cross-sector infrastructure evidence base 
(refreshed subsequently) 

–  Performance indicators. 

–  Sector specific scenario analysis to identify future demand pressures on infrastructure. 

–  Use data to build resilience assessments (how does the particular infrastructure hold up in a crisis).  

Case Study: New Zealand 
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